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Expressions
You lit me up,

And expected me to keep burning,
You did not see the storm that was churning,

The very spark I was ignited with,
Lit an inferno untouchable by your scythe.

So, you locked me up,
And covered my mouth,

You cloaked me in the finest silks,
And bound me with elaborate ties

Buried me deep in the crypt, 
Of corrupt stories and perverted lies,

Stamped me with your boot,
And said I was dangerous, and my ilk

But then I rose like a mausoleum,
Touching the sky,
You ignited me,

But now that my embers fly
Why do you cry?

Why do you cry, 
While I lay in the night hiding from your claws,

Reeling under layers of poisonous gauze,
You said it wasn’t your duty to protect me,
But the least you could do is respect me,

You ripped me brutally of my dignity,
And went Scotts free with impunity,

I must enjoy it, you jeered,
Ignoring the blood that was smeared,

I scrubbed myself till my skin was raw,
For you it seems there is no law,

No law,
No suffering,

No shackles at all,
You found the next innocent to mewl.

On her way home,
Having fun with her friends,

You brought it to an end.
So why do you cry,

When I’m the one who can’t sleep sound,
Why do you cry,

When I have learned to slay your wolfhound. 

Why do you cry,
Is it because I have learned how to wield my wit,

Or is it because those binding ties I have learned to slit,
Or is it because the fire you lit to burn me, I absorbed in one swig,

Now your world I can bring down to ashes in a spit.
Why do you cry,

Is it in fear,
That from you your crown I shall pry,
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Oh no go rest your mind in peace,
From the fetters of worry your heart you should release.

Not interested am I in crowns,
Nor thrones,

Nor power,
Nor pelf,

All I seek is equality, parity, and dignity for myself.
I will not live my life like a lamb to the slaughter,
No longer am I the sacrificial provincial daughter,

No more am I a puppet caught in your strings,
I take charge of my life accepting whatever it brings,

My wings I shall spread,
Towards the sky I shall head,

I may fail, I may succeed,
But to your whims I shall not cede. 

Naina Agarwal 9A CAIE

Candle at the Altar
ONE DAY

Rain drops fall, 
As if the clouds shed tears,
Apprehensive of the future,

It has fears,

When lighting strikes,
Rage and fury are shown,

That common feeling,      
When a relation is torn,

When Thunder rumbles, 
Following the strike,

It reminds us,
The insecurities of a human’s psyche,

When a flower blooms,
Unaware that life isn’t fair,
A new smile taking birth, 

Unwavering of its future wear and tear,

When wind blows,
It may show its wrath,

Or portray a weary breeze,
Regardless of barriers in its path,     

Every little ordinary miracle,
Gives us a way,

To Remind us that we’re all from the Earth, 
And must descend back into it one day.

Shreeya Patnaik
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“Let us listen to the voice of unborn generations and make the earth the 
hospitable place that any human being deserves” - Gro Harlen Brundtland
Earth Day is an annual event celebrated on April 22 to demonstrate sup-
port for environmental protection. The first Earth Day was held on April 
22, 1970, when San Francisco activist John McConnell and Wisconsin 
Senator Gaylord Nelson separately asked Americans to join in a grass-
roots demonstration. Earth Day is celebrated each   year because it recog-
nizes the harm humans can cause to the environment while showing the 
massive amounts of support across the globe for protecting the Earth and 
the environment. 
Not only is Earth Day a day meant to increase awareness of environmen-
tal problems, but it is also becoming a popular time for many communi-
ties to gather to clean up litter, plant trees, or simply reflect on the beauty 
of nature. It aims to draw attention to the rapid extinction of various 
species across the world, which is directly linked to human activity which 
causes climate change, deforestation and pollution. Issues identified with 
environmental change to name some like continually expanding ocean 
level, exhaustion of the ozone layer, and merciless deforestation are discussed in the open.
The day inspires me to act towards the protection of the environment and focus on the need for conservation. 
All living things have an important intrinsic value, which plays a vital role in the multifaceted web of life.

Vihaan Sharma  
Grade IX C

Earth Day

Should Countries Give Asylum To Runaway Presidents? 

The right of asylum is reasonable when provided to people seeking gen-
uine protection from persecution and serious human rights violations in 
another country. The question of the applicability of this right for runaway 
presidents arises considering that they are fleeing their nation while aban-
doning its citizens, economy - leaving behind, a catastrophic crisis to be 
solved. 

Reasons could range from corruption to mismanagement. But the crux of 
the issue lies within the leader - for failing to recognize that nations are 
not meant for ‘use and throw’. Granting a safe haven to such presidents, 
who treated their homeland like a mere toy, as a matter of fact, sets an 
example for other potential leaders to repeat the same.

It would be preposterous to allow the runaway president to live peacefully 
in another country while the citizens drown in an ocean of a harrowing 
crisis. Ultimately, an asylum for presidents who have deserted their country is not a means of protection, but 
a well-laid out way to avoid arrest, detention and prosecution.

Lakshmi Sarupa Venkadesh, 
Grade 12
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“By means of water, we give life to everything.” —Koran
Water is Life - a phrase which is strongly believed by everyone. In order to carry forward this message, 
we at Birla Open Minds International School celebrated World Water Day on 22nd March 2022 during the 
morning assembly. The students were shown videos on conservation, importance of water. They prepared 
charts; write ups, collages to showcase their understanding on the value of water. 

World Water Day

“Let us listen to the voice of unborn generations and make the earth the hospitable place that any 
human being deserves”- Gro Harlen Brundtland
Earth Day is an annual event celebrated on 22nd April 2022 to demonstrate support for environmental pro-
tection. Earth Day is celebrated each year because it recognizes the harm humans can cause to the environ-
ment while showing the massive amount of support across the globe for protecting the Earth and the envi-
ronment. The students of Gr 9 & 10 at our school, Birla Open Minds organized a cultural presentation. They 
performed songs and also recited self-written poems which inspired the audience, to make our world a better 
place. The teachers and the students pledged to protect and nurture our Earth.

Earth Day

Cancer opens many doors; one of the most important is Heart - Greg Anderson

A Cancer Awareness Programme was conducted by the students of Grade 10, at Birla Open Minds Interna-
tional School, Kollur, Hyderabad to mark the International Cancer Day. There was a discussion on causes of 
Cancer and how people can deal with it. The students made posters and spoke on how to be strong and give 
hope to people suffering from cancer. They also highlighted the stories of cancer survivors.  

International Cancer Day

Rise and Shine
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We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can build our youth for the future - Franklin D. 
Roosevelt.

Birla Open Minds International School, Kollur, Hyderabad dedicated a special assembly to motivate the 
students of Grade 9-12, on the World Youth Skills Day. The theme for this year “Transforming Youth Skills 
for the Future” and the purpose for this day was well received by the students. 

Youth Skills Day

As part of the holistic development of the students, Birla Open Minds International School, Kollur, Hyder-
abad, always strives to impart the best learning practices to them. After two years of virtual learning during 
the Covid-19 pandemic, to enhance the interest among the students through experiential learning and also 
keeping in mind the flexibility and options of multiple career possibilities open for the students, instead of 
being firm on the first choice made, the experience of getting hands on knowledge is vital for their career 
planning. In connection to this BOMIS organized the “Summer Internship Programme -2022-23” for the 
students of Grades 9 – 12 (CBSE and CAIE) in the month of May 2022.  
Opportunities were provided to the students for a two-week internship across 18 organizations both at Na-
tional and International levels and 42 students have registered and participated in this Summer Internship 
Programme with loads of enthusiasm and acquired knowledge in the fields of their choice, like entrepre-
neurship, hospitality services, artificial intelligence, robotics, environment conservation, medical services, 
ophthalmology, social activism, research methodology, marketing, customer relations, banking etc. 
A symposium is planned as a Culminating Activity, where the 42 interns presented their experience and 
learning outcomes of their respective Internship experience to the BOMIS fraternity.

 Summer Internship Programme – Academic Year 2022 – 2023

Experiential Learning
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       अपने मन के भावों को, शब्दों में गढ़ना सीखे, आओ कविता पढ़ना सीखे ं
                                                                                                                          - Manjula Dusi
Tradition of reciting poems is very old in India in the form of Kavi Sammelan. It is one of the integral parts 
of Indian society. It promotes restoration of culture and language. Kavi Sammelan was organized by the 
students of Birla Open Minds on 6th April,2022. Mr. M. Satyaprassanna, who is an eminent poet had graced 
this event and shared his experiences and inspired the students with his words of wisdom. The students recit-
ed self - written poems.

Kavi Sammelan

Role-playing is considered an essential component in the learning process of the children. It helps the stu-
dents to comprehend the content as they perform, enabling them to overcome stage fright and emerge as 
confident presenters. The students of Birla Open Minds performed a role play in their English class and 
enjoyed it to the brim. 

Role Play
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I do believe something very magical can happen when you read a good book.-
                                                                                                                                           J K Rowling
Students of Grade 9 enjoy Drop Everything and Read Time, better known as DEAR TIME on April 13, 2022  
DEAR time is a time regularly set aside in the classroom schedule for both students and their teachers to 
“drop everything and read.” DEAR time conveniently accommodates a variety of student interests and abili-
ty levels, as each student selects for himself/herself the book(s) he/she wishes to read. 
Each student brought his /her own dear book to read at the scheduled time. They were also asked to write a 
book review of their dear book and recommend others to read the book read by them. Students thoroughly 
enjoyed this reading session outside the classroom in the open air. Reading under the open sky was an amaz-
ing experience for the students.

D-E-A-R (Drop Everything And Read)

Every recognized species on Earth is given two-part scientific name and is termed as Binomial Nomencla-
ture. This allows people throughout the world to communicate unambiguously about different species. Stu-
dents of Grade 8, worked on collecting and identifying the scientific names and common names of the plant 
species present in the school campus.

Outdoor Learning: Binomial Nomenclature
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Our Celebrations
International Yoga Day - Yoga for Humanity

International Day of Yoga celebrates the physical, mental and a spiritual practice that interconnects body, 
mind, and soul. This day is celebrated to raise awareness worldwide about Yoga & its benefits. In the event 
held on 21st June, 2022 our students participated whole-heartedly to stay healthy and revitalize their body, 
mind, and soul. Yoga Trainer Mr. Mahipal conducted the session with the students along with the PE Teach-
ers. 

Red Nose Day
An attempt to develop the student voice for Red Nose Day! Linking Red Nose Day to learning offers stu-
dents a powerful experiential opportunity. Adding the Global Goals allows pupils to understand that they 
are thinking about issues on a global scale, issues important to people all over the world. This student-led 
learning experience has connected to identifying important issues including homelessness, hunger, domestic 
abuse and the mental health stigma and problems related to global goals. CAIE students have showcased 
their learning in the form of role play, panel discussion and spoke about the importance of fundraising to 
bring smiles on the faces of children in adverse conditions.

Blessing Ceremony
Blessing Ceremony is a great time to celebrate, to relieve oneself from a marathon of studies, to be content 
with what one has achieved and to look towards the future to be a better person in life and contribute to-
wards your family and the society with all the skills that you have learned and acquired over the years.
To exalt the spirit of inspiration and aspiration, the Leadership Team and the Teachers organized a joyous 
blessing ceremony on 22nd April 2022 for the students of Grade 10 & 12 to wish them good luck for their 
board exam. CEO, Ms. Pratima Sinha was the chief guest of the day. 
The CEO, Ms. Pratima Sinha in her address emphasized on the importance of School Life in shaping the 
personality and career of students. She blessed the students for a bright career ahead and motivated the stu-
dents to be prepared for the challenges of life
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Keeping up the tradition, students made wishes by the wish tree. The auspicious lighting of the lamp added 
warmth to this emotional environment. The students, teachers narrated their experiences, and one could feel 
a sense of pride in the room. It was a day filled with mixed emotions as everyone narrated their experiences 
and took a trip down the memory lane. 
In her address, Principal Ms. Syamali Choudhary urged the students to foresee the changes going to hap-
pen in the next 10-15 years and emphasized the importance of acquiring the skills to survive in a rapidly 
changing world. She emphasized on the qualities to be preserved throughout life and insisted the students to 
spread the light of knowledge across the world.

The teachers sang a chorus showering blessing to their students and wished them a bright future ahead. The 
most nostalgic moment for students was the video presentation on -Down the Memory Lane. They realized 
how quickly time flew and they grew along with the Grade Levels. 

Telangana Formation Day was observed at Birla Open Minds International School to commemorate the 
formation of the State of Telangana. Ex. MP Konda Vishweshwar Reddy graced the occasion and hoisted the 
National Flag. CEO, Ms. Pratima Sinha, Principal, Ms. Syamali Chowdhury, COO, Mr. Arup Sinha and the 
other Leadership team members were present. The Telugu Department presented informative speeches and 
poem in Telugu on the occasion. 

Telangana Formation Day

“To plant trees is to give body and life to one’s dreams of a better world.” – Russell Page 
The tree planting festival was celebrated at Open Minds with the aim of creating awareness towards conser-
vation of forest and plantation of trees. CEO Ms. Pratima Sinha, Principal, Ms. Syamali Chowdhury and the 
COO, Mr. Arup Sinha planted a sapling in the school premises. 
The students of Grade 11-12, Birla Open Minds International School, celebrated Van Mahotsav by planting a 
sapling of Bauhinia variegata (Orchid Tree). The beautiful tree with medicinal value added to the biodiversi-
ty of the school. The Head Girl, Head Boy and the Sports Captain planted the sapling along with the Head-
mistress. 

Van Mahotsav Celebration
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Strive to create a green, healthy, and sustainable planet because we have only one planet Earth to live on. 
The students of Grade 9 and10 made planters out of reusable bottles and cans and planted ornamental plants 
to make the school premises greener. 

The students of primary grades conducted a special assembly to spread the message of Green Planet and 
importance of Trees. Later in the day they participated in several activities correlating with the central theme 
of Van Mahotsav. 
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“We should not judge people by their peak of excellence; but by the distance they have traveled from the 
point where they started.” ― Henry Ward Beecher
 
Graduation Day is one of the most memorable events in student’s life culminating the academic preparations 
of one stage and marks the readiness of a new beginning. This ceremony tells us how successful students 
are in their academic year. The Leadership Team and the Teachers organized Graduation Day for Grade 12 
students of the academic year 2021-22 on Thursday, 21st July 2022. The class facilitators Ms. Swetha and 
Dr. Naveen Kumar submitted the academic report on various achievements and participations of the students 
and the Principal, Ms. Syamali Chowdhury declared the confirmation of the 24 students as Senior Second-
ary graduates for the academic year 2021-22 and felicitated them with the graduation certificates. Later a 
farewell was organized for the students to enjoy with their classmates and teachers followed by sumptuous 
lunch.

Graduation Day

Bonalu festival is celebrated in Telangana with great fervour. Our students of Grades 3 to 5 celebrated the 
traditional celebration in three different languages. The young participants presented a traditional dance re-
lated to the festival and carried decorated mud pots on their heads which contained the ‘Bonam’ and offered 
it to goddess ‘Yellamma’ as a thanksgiving. 

Bonalu Celebration
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Professional Development Sessions
1. Change is constant, but growth is optional. Everything that we need to succeed is within us. The inner 
power and actions can pave the way to success. An enlightening and thought-provoking Professional Devel-
opment Session was conducted for the teachers by our CEO Ms. Pratima Sinha on the topic ‘Looking to-
wards Future Education’. The session focused on the necessity of research for teachers, different Heutagogy, 
taking in transdisciplinary learning and empowering the learners with Lifelong Learning and Life Skills. If 
you can dream it, you can do it. -Walt Disney-

2. Beginning of a new journey, calls for a self-reflection for a smooth transition of the new changes. On the 
on-set of the new academic year, the Leadership Team got a chance to understand the aspect of Emotional 
Quotient and how it can shape a well-being by a well-known Joyprener Ms. Padmaja Penmetsa. The most 
amazing learning from the session was the Golden Circle, the better one knows it, the better is the develop-
ment and learning.

3. At the beginning of the new academic year, at Birla Open Minds International School the Trainings for 
Personality Development programmes for all the teachers embarked on with a splendid commence.
The topic of discussion “Being Accountable” was an insightful and enlightening session by Ms. Padmaja 
Penmetsa. The educators of Birla Open Minds International School were engaged in highly interactive and 
engaging activities.  The Training session ensured that the teachers’ role was well defined with accountabili-
ty and mindset change to meet up with the challenges of current scenarios and revolutionize teaching.

4. Empowering & upgrading yourself is the key to 
success, this was the inspirational mantra shared by our 
prolific mentor, Ms. Pratima Sinha when she conducted an 
engaging session on Professional Development. The session 
emphasized on keeping oneself up-to-date on current trends, 
developing new skills for the purpose of advancement in the 
field of teaching. The session also provided an insight on 
Pedagogy and Cognitive skills. The facilitators of Birla Open 
Minds were rewarded by the fruitful, awe-inspiring content 
shared in the session. 

5. “You have to sweat it out. Nothing is free.” Holding a high self-esteem is 
the key to portraying a strong and powerful personality. Self-esteem is what 
we think of ourselves and how we perceive ourselves. A wonderful Profes-
sional Development Session was conducted by Dr. Revathi Susarla.  The 
session focused upon the importance and methodology of maintaining high 
self-esteem of teachers, which was done in an extremely thought-provoking 
and effective manner. It included various interactive pair and group activities 
which enlightened self-esteem and gave fruitful insight about the same.
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Artsy Corner

Arav Choudhary

Suryansh Bandakunta Sahasra Sripada Reddy

Dhaara Angirash 
10C

Lakshmi Sarupa 
Venkadesh 12A        

Utkarsh Mishra



15

Joy of Learning
Inter House Competition - I

“Peace comes from being able to contribute the best that we have, and all that we are, toward creating a 
world that supports everyone. But it is also securing the space for others to contribute the best that they have 
and all that they are” - Hafsat Abiola

The first Inter House competition was based on the theme – Peace.
The students of Grade 1 and 2 participated in making a Peace Wreath. 
The young minds of Grade 3-4 learned to create a ripple effect of making a peaceful world for a brighter 
future by making a Badge to help them accomplish their role of spreading their message of peace.
The Peace Ambassadors of Grades 5 – 7 created and displayed their “pinwheels for peace”. and spread their 
message of Peace interpreting their unique thoughts and feelings through the spinning of the pinwheel.
The students of Grades 8 and 9 participated in a Collage Making Activity to express their thoughts and feel-
ings spreading the message of peace in their unique way. The students used magazine clippings, photos to 
demonstrate their creative strokes in the Collage presentation to interpret their thoughts on peace and harmo-
ny. Grades 10 and 12 participated in a Poster Designing Activity to visually express their views on peace and 
inspire the world through art and creativity.

Inter House Competition - II
Save Soil is a global movement launched by Sadhguru, to address the soil crisis by bringing together people 
from around the world to stand up for Soil Health, and to work on increasing the organic content in culti-
vable soil. Inter House Competition II with the theme - SAVE SOIL helped the students to understand the 
importance of soil in their lives, and in future they would raise consciousness and bring a sense of inclu-
siveness aligning human activity to support nature and all life on our planet. The students of Grades 1 and 2 
participated in making a Thank You Card to be gifted to their Gardener expressing their gratitude for Saving 
Soil and taking care of the Soil Health.
The students of Grades 5 to 7 did Slogan writing and presented it in the Class raising an awareness as Envi-
ronmental Stewards focusing on Soil Health, Soil Regeneration and Soil Restoration. The students of Grades 
8 to 12 made presentations to raise an awareness on Save Soil Movement.
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Field Trip to IKEA
As part of experiential learning, Birla Open Minds International School, Hyderabad has
organized Field Trip to IKEA, Hyderabad for the students who successfully completed
their Summer Internship Program-2022.
24 students of Grades 9 – 12 (CBSE and CAIE) have participated in the field trip.
The induction was conducted by various departments of IKEA, like Safety and Security,
HR, Interior Designing, Graphic Designing, Visual Merchandise and Marketing
Department. Students learnt about backend operations of IKEA and how they manage
the largest retail outlet in India. It was an amazing learning outcome for the students as
they had wonderful interaction sessions with the extremely professional and experts of
the field. They also had an opportunity to meet and interact with the Leadership Team of
IKEA from Sweden, Canada and Belgium. Students explained them about our Summer
Internship Programme and the IKEA team was really impressed with our students’ learning outcomes and 
they applauded our school for providing these kinds of opportunities to our students. Post induction, the stu-
dents were taken to the store tour and were briefed with each department and their operations in live.
Students had great fun and a wonderful learning experience with this field trip.

Parent Orientation: Grade 11
Parent Orientation for Grade 11 students was conducted on 30th May 2022 to induct the Parents to the 
Mission and Vision of the school, the courses offered to in the Senior Secondary, the future prospect of each 
subject offered, Career Guidance in partnership with Cialfo and the Co - curricular activities of the school. 
Mr. Raghav of Aakash Institute took the Induction of the Engineering Medical Entrance Coaching and bene-
fits offered to Students of Birla Open Minds International School.
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The school organized a Legal Awareness Session for the students of Grades 9 – 12 by a Professional Lawyer, 
Ms. Nitika Duddilla having more than 17 years of experience in different legal compliances. She is special-
ized in Indian Laws, International Laws and Human Rights.
The students were inducted on the following legal implications in an age-appropriate manner:
      i. The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act is a November 2012
     ii. The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
    iii. The Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985
    iv. Information Technology Act, 2000 and the Indian Penal Code, 1860
     v. Upholding the rights of children by all means and in all stages of the Judicial Process involving Children. 
The session was conducted separately for the boys and girls separately to get their queries addressed appro-
priately.

Legal Awareness Session

The students of Grade 6 – 8 observed NO BAG DAY on 8th July 23rd September and 30th December 2022.
According to the new National Education Policy (NEP), more freedom of choice for skill development is 
given to the students for vocational courses with its multidisciplinary approach and gives due weightage to 
all types of skills.
The students were trained for their Grade Level two different Skill Courses on the NO BAG DAY. An Annu-
al Plan for three full days Skills Development Programme on each skill will expose the students to help them 
nurture according to their areas of interest.
The objective of this Programme is to give necessary orientation early on, so that they are able to make a 
choice at a later stage to pursue Skill Courses at Secondary and Senior Secondary level or choose a higher 
vocational degree. The students of Grade 6 had a learning experience in Handicraft and Travel and Tourism, 
Students of Grade 7 were exposed to Mass Media and Artificial Intelligence and the students of Grade 8 got 
an opportunity to explore Financial Literacy and Design Thinking. 

No Bag Day
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Mass Media session for No Bag Day Grade 7. by Mr. Chandrashekhar resource person from Times NIE. 

Pride of Open Minds
Bhamidi Sesha Ratnika from Birla Open Minds International 
School, studying in Grade 9 had the opportunity to represent 
Hyderabad basketball team at National level for the Jr. NBA 
championship held in Noida in May, 2022. She had varied 
experiences playing with teams from different states. It was 
an amazing experience to be a part of this journey amongst 
her sporty peers. It was a fruitful experience which she shared 
with her classmates and inspired them too.

Karthikeya Vankineni has been performing to the best of his 
abilities. A consistent learner and a perfectionist who is deter-
mined to give his best. He has ideally reached to his present 
exalted rank by his own will to improve and develop. A true 
achiever for the Champion of Champions in Academic Year 
2021 - 2022.

Champion of Champions

Biodiversity is the most valuable and treasurable resource mankind has. Appreciating this our students 
Karthikeya Kollu and K. Krishna Kaushik of Grade 9A (CBSE) are representing the Telangana State in the 
Model Conference of Parties (MCoP) a National Level Conference on Biodiversity organized by a World-
wide Organization WWF (World Wildlife Fund). They will be presenting the student action plan to conserve 
nature and biodiversity on the theme “Building a Shared Future for all Life on Earth”.

Model Conference of Parties (MCoP) - WWF
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Lalith Reddy Vanga of Grade 11 participated in Armed Forces Officers Cooperative Housing Society and 
Amruth BasketBall Academy’s Tournament and secured 1st position in the Teams event.

The Student Council is a body for the people, by the people elected in the school. Student Council Body ex-
tends a very important platform for the students to acquire leadership roles, promote the voice of the student 
body, solve problems and impact his or her community.
Student Council Members get the opportunity of leadership and learning; they actively work with teachers 
and leadership team to promote a better and positive learning environment.
The nominations for STUCO 2022-23 for the different positions was the most crucial and a self-reflecting 
critical assessment the nominee did in order to meet the expectations of the role. This gave them an under-
standing of their capabilities and skills they need to hone for being a part of the STUCO. Following the 
nomination, the students were shortlisted after the candidates had a rigorous round of interview. The ultimate 
candidates campaigned alongside their supporters. It is rightly said “The power to bring a change lies in our 
own hands! The Student Council Elections for the Academic Year 2022-23 were held on 30th June 2022 for 
Grades 7-12 (CBSE) and Grades 7-10 (CAIE). The students were high on enthusiasm and energy to cast the 
vote for their favorite candidates. The students understood the protocol, procedure and patiently waited for 
their opportunity to vote.
A sense of happiness and fulfillment was witnessed by the voters when casting their votes.

STUCO Elections
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Investiture Ceremony 2022
Leaders become great not because of their power but, because of their ability to
empower others- John C Maxwell
The 10th Investiture Ceremony of the Birla Open Minds International School, Kollur 2022-23 successfully 
organized on 22nd July 2022. The event inducted the newly elected members of the School STUCO.
The occasion was solemnized by our Chairman Sir Mr. D Sudhakar Reddy and CEO
Ms. Pratima Sinha. The humble occasion was also honored by the presence of two
alumni members who graced the occasion as Guests of Honour, Ms. Kriti Reddy and Ms. Gayatari Vatsavi. 
The ceremony started with the lighting of the lamp by Mr. D Sudhakar Reddy and CEO Ms. Pratima Sinha, 
Principal Ma’am Syamali Chowdhury and the Heads; which signifies removal of darkness and the upward 
movement of the flame denoted the path of wisdom and divinity. The programme was graciously anchored 
by the students. This was followed by exemplary addresses by Principal Ma’am and the Head Boy & Head 
Girl. The Student Council Members were invested by Ms. Kriti Reddy and Ms. Gayatri Vatsavi.
All the members of the Student Council pledged their commitment and devotion with the best of their gusto, 
character and competence, to the school and its authorities, students and teachers in the presence of the 
Guest of Honors. Ms. Gayathri motivated the young leaders by their candid and honest words. School Prin-
cipal Ms. Syamali Chowdhury, imbibed the spirit of ‘Soaring High’ while administering the oath to the STU-
CO. She then congratulated the newly elected Students’ Council and emphasized the significance of setting 
priorities and the need of the hour to be a team player. She reminded them that they are the torch bearers of 
all the values that the school stands for and urged them to take responsibility with commitment and integrity.
The proud parents’ happiness knew no bounds when badges and sashes were conferred on the newly elect-
ed Students’ Council. The zeal of the council members was reflected in their confidence and dedication to 
execute their work.
The Programme culminated with a vote of thanks by Sport Captain, Surya Nandinii followed by the Nation-
al Anthem to mark the culmination of this solemn occasion.
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Academic excellence is not only the ability to score high marks but the holistic progress of the students. It 
includes the ability to cope with the changing world, solve problems, face challenges and be well equipped 
for the future. This includes the ability to display superior performance in all scholastic and co-scholastic ac-
tivities. Hence, academic excellence involves achieving the best scores, portraying good behavior, acquiring 
broad knowledge and adept in necessary skills for a multitude of subjects. Excellence is not being the best; it 
is GIVING YOUR BEST.

Academic Excellence 2021-22
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Spark Speak
Discovering Aviation & Career Guidance

Spark Speaks are arranged for giving a wider scope and understanding on a particular topic. To enlighten 
the students about Aviation Capt. Anuj Kulshreshtha Founder and Director JAG AVIATION was invited for 
a session to share his expertise on “Discover Aviation & Career Possibilities’ ‘. Students of Grade 10,11,12 
showed immense interest and enthusiasm. They were inquisitive to know the procedure for admission, job 
aspects and future of aviation. Capt. Anuj Kulshreshtha mentioned the passion of learning can give wings to 
their dreams.

Travel and Wellbeing
The School invited Mr. Lakshya Agarwal, a young entrepreneur, CEO and Co-founder of Grownacharya, a 
Travel and Wellbeing Organization, on 8th April 2022 at 11 A.M. The speaker interacted with the students of 
grades 10 and 12 of CBSE and CAIE and explained the nuances of travel business and challenges that exist 
in it. He also explained about the various wellbeing and training sessions his organization conducts to the 
travelers by experts in that field. 

HMUN Spark Speak Session- Ameya Shukla, Grade 11A
On 14th July 2022, the High School students of the Birla Open Minds International School, Hyderabad were 
delighted by the orientation session about Harvard Model United Nations India conducted by the Secretary 
General, Oscar Berry and the Conference Lead, Mir Mustafa Ali Hasan.
HMUN India is one of the largest, if not the largest Model UN conference in Southeast Asia which is held 
every August here in Hyderabad at HICC Novotel.
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The virtual session revolved around Executive Board members giving their insights on the importance and 
impact of Model United Nations on one’s early life. The 60-minute session explained to the pupils of BOM-
IS not only about the obvious benefits of MUNs such as sharpening interpersonal skills like critical thinking, 
communication, teamwork, and public speaking, but also collaboration, negotiation, and global perspectives.
The executives also shared that the HMUN conferences are always designed in such a manner that the del-
egations enjoy a mix of substantive debate, collaboration, inspiration and of course fun! It was fantastic to 
have both the Harvard MUN Conference Heads with the students, even if it was on a virtual platform!

The friendly sports matches were organized for 
CBSE grade 9-12 which finally kicked off in style 
on 8th July 2022; and it was a great opportunity for 
us students to take time off studies and to develop a 
rapport with the house mates for a strong team build-
ing and to let our adrenaline flow for the first event 
of sports which was going to be ‘throw ball’ for girls 
and ‘cricket’ for boys.

Spirit won the first match against Ambition in the throw ball 
with a score of 18-25. The second match was between Legacy 
and Discovery. In the starting of the match Discovery was ahead 
by many points; but looking at this Legacy did not give up and 
showed everyone the true spirit of a sports player.     
Discovery won the throw ball match but that day both the teams 
were very impressed by each other and how neither of the teams 
gave up. The last match: Finals was between Discovery and Spir-
it     
The pressure on both the teams and those who were watching.
Finally, the match ended with the spirit house getting the match point and everyone went around cheering 
and complimenting each team’s player for their incredible playing. Everyone went home happy that day 
knowing that they had all given their best.
This was my first match in the school and watching everyone play, cheer and motivate not only their team 
but their opponents too showed me how a good sports person actually is. It was an extraordinary experience 
and a memorable one.

By - Suryanandinii Bhatnagar, School Sports Captain.

Sports and Fitness

Sports and Fitness
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Sports activities were organized for the staff members of Birla Open Minds International School to energize 
them and get them ready for the new academic year. The day started with warmup Aerobics and Zumba. 
Sports like Throwball, Cricket, Tug of War, Musical Chair and different indoor games. 

Teachers Sports Day


